
Help a young Palestinian Bedouin woman build a community centre  
for the women and children of her community outside Jerusalem 
Join Independent Jewish Voices in supporting fundraising efforts for the  

Jahalin Community Centre 

Dear Friends, 

We’re writing to ask you to help a Palestinian community that both of us have come to know and love.  The 
Jahalin Bedouin live on the eastern slopes of the Mount of Olives and Mount Scopus, between Jerusalem and 
Jericho.  The Jahalin ended up there after being expelled from their traditional lands in the Negev where they 
had lived for centuries.  The new State of Israel pushed them into the West Bank, which then was ruled by 
Jordan.  Forty-some years later, they were again  forcibly removed from their long-time homes to make room 
for the expanding settlement-city of Ma’ale Adumim.  In 1997, Israeli military authorities resettled them on 
“the Jabel,” a hill beside the regional garbage dump.   

 
 

 

Ibtisam Ibrahim el Hirsh was born into this 
community in 1985 and raised in a tent 
without electricity or running water.  

Like many of the younger generation of 
Jahalin, Ibtisam pursued post-secondary 
education, going on to complete a BA in 
Geography and Urban Studies, as well as an 
MA in American Studies, at al-Quds 
University.   

For the past seven years, Ibtisam has 
been running a community centre project 

for her community, especially the women and girls. 

BuildPalestine (https://buildpalestine.com/campaign/build-physical-infrastructure-jahalin-community-
center/ is running a crowd-funding campaign until June 30 to finance the laying of the foundation for 
Ibtisam’s community centre: 

“We plan to build a permanent classroom to host our activities, which now take place in a makeshift 
bungalow.  Currently we have no place to hold equipment or to provide a comfortable shelter for the 
children.  There is no heating in the winter or cooling in the summer, as well as a lack of electricity. We 
dream of hosting activities without constant interruption by seasonal weather. 

“With a new building, we can expand …to include women and youth, in addition to the 40+ children that 
attend weekly. We have recently begun … classes for 12 Jahalin women in sewing and embroidery…” 

Rabbis for Human Rights (www.RHR.org.il/eng/ ) has been working with the Jahalin for more than 20 
years, and was instrumental in obtaining a long-term lease for the Jahalin  at their new site, as well as water 
and electricity hookups and the all-important access to building permits (a rarity for Palestinians living in 
“Area C” of the occupied West Bank). RHR has, among other things, coordinating educational work by 
volunteers.  They have been very involved in Ibtisam’s project. At the launch of the project last spring, it was 

Click here for 3 min video with detailed 
description of Ibtisam’s project and background 
information https://youtu.be/pa5BTu9jhI8    



reported that currently: “with RHR financial support, some forty girls participate regularly, and a 
hundred every summer.” 

Ibtisam’s family has a permit to build a suitable structure; what’s lacking is adequate funding. 

 

However you decide to donate, we would very much appreciate your letting us know 
how much was given by you or your group, so we have some idea of how things are 
going.   

To let us know, or if you have any questions, please email: MaxineKL@shaw.ca / or 
call 1-604-444-4690 (talk or text) 

Many thanks,   

Maxine Kaufman-Lacusta and Rabbi David Mivasair 

Independent Jewish Voices-Vancouver 

 Will you or your organization help by donating and/or spreading the word? 

The Build Palestine crowdfunding campaign deadline is June 30.  So, if you can, please donate 
directly at BuildPalestine towards the $8,000 US needed to lay the foundation of this Community Centre 
for Jahalin Bedouin women, children, and youth https://buildpalestine.com/campaign/build-physical-
infrastructure-jahalin-community-center/ . Build Palestine cannot give tax receipts - but all the 
money it collects for this campaign will go towards construction of the foundation. Donations to Build 
Palestine at the following link are Zakat-eligible, if so requested: 
https://www.launchgood.com/project/help_build_community_center_for_jahalin_bedouin#!/  

If a tax receipt is needed (in Canada, US, or UK, you may also donate at www.RHR.org.il/eng . Be 
sure to specify "Jahalin support" project and email fundraisingdir@rhr.israel.net with date and amount 
of donation, letting him know it's for Ibtisam Ibrahim 's project.  Please note: Donations via RHR 
cannot, be applied to foundation laying or other construction, but will go towards playground and 
classroom equipment and related expenses, Ibtisam's salary, etc. 


