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throughout the weeklong ceremony. As 
libraries are the pharmacies of our minds, 
the creative talents and skills evident in 
Palestinian embroidery remain the phar-
macies of the national soul of Palestinians 
wherever they are. Weir’s book does ser-
vice to their rich heritage.

CIVIL SOCIETY AND RESISTANCE 

Civil Organizations and Protest Move-
ments in Israel: Mobilization around 
the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, edited 
by Elisabeth Marteu. New York: Palgrave, 
2009. v + 255 pages. Index to p. 260. 
$85.00 cloth. 

Refusing to Be Enemies: Palestinian 
and Israeli Nonviolent Resistance 
to the Israeli Occupation, by Maxine 
Kaufman-Lacusta. Reading, UK: Ithaca Press, 
2010. v + 451 pages. Bibliography to p. 456. 
Useful websites to p. 460. Index to page 
502. $69.95 cloth, $24.95 paper.

Reviewed by Simona Sharoni

The scholarship on social movements, pro-
test, and resistance in Palestine and Israel in 
the decade since the eruption of the second 
intifada in September 2000 pales in com-
parison to the volumes of literature on the 
mobilization of civil society during the first 
intifada (1987–1993). The two books under 
review are noteworthy in their attempt to 
highlight key movements and debates con-
cerning resistance and the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict in the past decade. 

Elisabeth Marteu’s edited volume fea-
tures the work of emerging scholars, the 
majority of whom are pursuing graduate 
work within the social sciences. The book 
is based on conference papers presented 
in 2006 as part of a seminar organized by 
the French Research Center in Jerusalem. 
The collection comprises eleven chapters 
that Marteu claims “offer nonexhastive but 
representative case studies and an actual 
reflection on Israeli civil society” (p. 19). 

It is divided into three thematic sections: 
Jewish settlers, the Israeli peace move-
ment, and Palestinian Arab mobilization in 
Israel. 

Surprisingly, the editor doesn’t explain 
her choice to begin the book with two 
case studies on Jewish settlers in the West 
Bank and Gaza, a fact that raises questions 
about the title of the book, Civil Organiza-
tions and Protest Movements in Israel. In 
fact the terms “Jewish settlers” and “Israeli 
settlers” are used interchangeably along 
with the term “Territories” (pp. 44–45), 
without reference to the fact that these are 
occupied territories. Equally problematic is 
the editor’s decision to use such terms as 
“Arab citizens in Israel” or “Arab women’s 
organizations in Israel” (p. 19) rather than 
to refer to such constituencies as Palestin-
ian, which is how they define themselves. 

Contributors to the collection seem to 
take for granted the mainstream academic 
expectation that researchers maintain 
their neutrality and objectivity and refrain 
from discussing their own relationship to 
the conflict, let alone take a stand against 
injustice. Another thing that chapter con-
tributors share in common is a theoretical 
framework—social movements theories, 
especially rational choice and resource 
mobilization—which they seek to apply 
to civil society mobilizations in the Pales-
tinian-Israeli context. Nevertheless, the 
imposition of the theoretical framework 
sometimes appears forced, coming at the 
expense of capturing the nuances and 
complexities of the movements. This is 
especially true in Karine Lamarche’s chap-
ter on political activism and legitimacy in 
Israel. Lamarche uses the concepts “in-
terpretation frames” and “repertoires of 
collective action” that have been devel-
oped by David Snow and Charles Tilly to 
compare and contrast the impact of four 
movements within Israeli society. The 
movements at the center of her analysis 
include Machsom Watch, Courage to Re-
fuse, Ta’ayush, and Anarchists Against the 
Wall. It is clear that the author, not unlike 
the other contributors to this collection, 
privileges theory over activism and lacks 
insider knowledge about the movements 
she theorizes about. Civil Organizations 
and Protest Movements in Israel seems 
to have been written primarily for scholars 
and advanced graduate students in the so-
cial sciences. As such, it is not likely to ap-
peal to a broad audience.
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Refusing to Be Enemies reflects a com-
pletely opposite approach, starting with 
the voices, experiences, and analyses of 
grassroots activists in Israel and Palestine 
and privileging their narratives. The book’s 
target audience, according to its editor 
Maxine Kaufman-Lacusta, is “the broader 
public, much of which is still relatively 
uninformed on the subject of nonviolent 
activism in the context of the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict and especially regarding 
its widespread use by Palestinian groups 
now and in the past” (p. xxi). Indeed, the 
book’s significant contribution to the lit-
erature on nonviolent resistance in Israel-
Palestine lies in its scope and approach. 
Divided into four parts and featuring 115 
contributors, Refusing to Be Enemies cap-
tures the multitude of groups and strat-
egies and the multiplicity of actors and 
voices on the Israeli-Palestinian scene. 
Noteworthy among the diverse list of con-
tributors are Ghassan Andoni, Jeff Halper, 
Jonathan Kuttab, and Starhawk, whose es-
says offer insightful, cutting-edge analysis 
on both the prospects and challenges of 
nonviolent resistance and Palestinian/ 
Israeli joint struggle for justice and peace. 

Ghassan Andoni chronicles the largely 
unknown history of Palestinian nonviolent 
resistance, comparing and contrasting it to 
the anticolonial struggle in India, the South 
African experience, and the U.S. civil 
rights movement. According to Andoni, 
“the examples of India and Palestine are 
similar in the sense that both peoples were 
seeking to end a foreign occupation. The 
British occupier, however, did not estab-
lish colonies in India and did not attempt 
to push Indians away and replace them 
with British citizens” (p. 386). While he 
finds more similarities between the South 
African and Palestinian cases, Andoni 
concludes that nonviolent resistance in 
Palestine is unique. In extending the com-
parison to the U.S. context, he argues that 
Palestinian resistance is “probably more 
similar to that of the Native Americans 
than to the civil rights struggle” (p. 387).

Jonathan Kuttab discusses another 
unique aspect of Palestinian resistance and 
its broad representations. Kuttab argues 
that “Palestinians have perfected the lan-
guage of the armed struggle, but not the 
actual practice of armed struggle, while 
all the time practicing nonviolence with-
out calling it by that name, without fol-
lowing the proper path of nonviolence, 

and without claiming that what they are 
doing is nonviolent resistance” (p. 415). 
This contradiction, according to Kuttab, 
may explain why even though “the vast 
majority of the Palestinian people have 
never participated in armed struggle ex-
cept through songs, slogans and rhetoric, 
the Western media continues to represent 
“the Palestinian as a terrorist or, at best, as 
a ‘liberation fighter’ with a gun in his hand, 
fighting for freedom to liberate his land” 
(p. 415).

Indeed, the many Palestinian cultural 
and political figures who have engaged 
in the struggle to bring about justice and 
peace in Israel and Palestine and are fea-
tured in this collection support Kuttab’s 
insistence that Palestinian society has had 
a long tradition of nonviolence. Moreover, 
the collaborations documented in the book 
among Palestinian and Israeli activists—
and with internationals pursuing solidarity 
work—underscore the role of nonviolence 
in cementing global solidarity. 

In the book’s epilogue, Kaufman-
Lacusta insists that “despite the bleak-
ness of the situation . . . [there is] hope 
[stemming] from reports of persistent and 
spreading campaigns of nonviolent resis-
tance in Bil’in and other villages impacted 
by the wall and from the increasing cov-
erage this is beginning to garner even in 
the mainstream media” (p. 439). Another 
hopeful example discussed in the book 
involves the Boycott, Divestment, and 
Sanctions campaign that has since gained 
momentum around the world.

While Middle East scholars may glean 
a few insights from Civil Organizations 
and Protest Movements in Israel, the 
book falls short of delivering on the prom-
ise to include diverse voices and perspec-
tives. Further, despite Marteu’s insistence 
that the book is based on “information 
and interviews collected during the Ph.D. 
candidates’ fieldwork” (p. 3), the voices 
of activists themselves are conspicuously 
missing from the collection. The narra-
tives that overpower this collection are 
those of the researchers, not the people 
whose lives were shaped by the conflict. 
Fortunately, these unique voices and per-
spectives that are seldom represented 
in the mainstream media are clearly and 
eloquently articulated in Refusing to Be 
Enemies.

Instead of looking at social movements 
and grassroots nonviolent resistance in 
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Israel and Palestine through the prism of 
existing theoretical frameworks formu-
lated almost exclusively in the ivory tow-
ers, mostly outside the region, scholars 
interested in the topic should begin their 
inquiry with a close reading of Refusing 
to Be Enemies. This incredible resource is 
likely to introduce them to an array of indi-
viduals and groups that offer fresh insights 
and analysis and even a glimmer of hope. 

TAKING JERUSALEM

Jerusalem Syndrome: The Palestinian-
Israeli Battle for the Holy City, by 
Moshe Amirav. Eastbourne: Sussex Aca-
demic Publishers, 2009. xiii + 208 pages. 
Notes to p. 220. Bibliography to p. 226. 
Index to p. 230. Cloth $125.00, paper 
$32.50.

Reviewed by Michael Dumper

Zionism, like other ethnically based nation-
alisms, has at its heart a contradiction that 
undermines the state-building exercise. At 
the same time as consolidating the Israeli 
Jewish position, Zionism excludes non-
Jews and leaves them at the margins of 
the state. In an ethnically diverse city like 
Jerusalem this has led to major flaws in 
Israeli policies. The very policies that are 
designed to assert the Jewishness of the 
city also undermine its control. By show-
ing preference to Jewish areas, residents 
of Palestinian areas seek alternative forms 
of support and representation outside of 
the state’s structures. Because Israel invests 
state and municipal funds in Jewish areas 
only, Palestinians seek and receive funds 
from religious groups, the international 
donor community,  Arab states, the EU 
and the Palestinian Authority. Thus, a more 
inclusive set of policies, which recognized 
the religious and ethnic plurality of the 
city, may have been more effective in estab-
lishing Israeli political control over the 
eastern part of the city than those Zionist-
inspired ones which have served simply to 

alienate and Palestinianize East Jerusalem. 
The fact is that despite forty-five years of 
total military and political control, huge 
public investment and dramatic population 
changes, East Jerusalem is not much closer 
to being an Israeli city than it was in 1967.

For all its flaws in organization and 
structure, Jerusalem Syndrome does an 
expert job in revealing this contradiction 
in Zionism and the gradual failure of Israeli 
policies in the city since 1967. The author, 
Moshe Amirav, is the quintessential Jerusa-
lem insider and the strength of this book 
lays in his detailed knowledge of the Israeli 
policy debates over the whole period of 
Israeli occupation of East Jerusalem. He 
was a former member of the Likud party 
Central Committee, a confidant of for-
mer Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, a col-
league to former Mayor of Jerusalem Teddy 
Kollek, an advisor on Jerusalem to former 
Prime Minister Ehud Barak at the Camp 
David summit in 2000, and negotiation 
interlocutor and later friend of PLO leader 
Faisal Husseini. It is an impressive pedi-
gree, which does not disappoint in terms 
of the material presented and analyzed.

Amirav’s thesis of Israeli failure in East 
Jerusalem may surprise those who are ac-
customed to the daily media focus on land 
confiscations, house demolition, depor-
tations, exclusions, security restrictions, 
settler violence, and discriminatory munici-
pal budgets and racist policing. His main 
contention is that while it is normally the 
Palestinians who are portrayed as hapless 
tacticians who repeatedly fail to strike a 
deal when it is advantageous for them, it is 
in fact the Israeli leadership that has squan-
dered many opportunities to advance Is-
raeli interests in Jerusalem. He cites how 
the discussions on Jerusalem with Egyptian 
president Anwar Sadat (p. 126) were torpe-
doed by Israeli prime minister Menachem 
Begin only to be followed up some years 
later by the “London talks” between King 
Hussein of Jordan and Israeli foreign min-
ister Shimon Peres, (pp. 118, 130), which 
in turn was vetoed by then Prime Minis-
ter Yitzhak Shamir—who also squashed 
the Amirav-Husseini proposals on the city 
a few years later. Each initiative, Amirav 
shows, was less beneficial to Israel and was 
an attempt to rein back the long-term dete-
rioration of its position. 

Despite the headline figures of popula-
tion shifts and housing construction for Is-
raeli settlements, Amirav documents the 

Michael Dumper is a professor in Middle East 
Politics at Exeter University. He is the author 
of The Future of the Palestinian Refugees: 
Towards Equity and Peace (Lynne Rienner, 
2007) and The Politics of Sacred Space: The Old 
City of Jerusalem and the Middle East Conflict 
(Lynne Rienner, 2001). 

JPS4002_Recent Books.indd   9 12/27/10   6:15:09 PM




